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WHY 
PENTECOST 
MATTERS
 òFor he whom God hath sent speaketh the words of 

God: for God giveth not the Spirit by measure unto 

Him.  The Father loveth the Son, and hath given all 

things into His hand.ò St. John 3:34-35; For Him hath 

God the Father sealed St. John 6:27c. The Lord has 

blessed us in our spiritual pilgrimage through the 40-

day season of Lent. Today, we justifiably celebrate 

the Resurrection of Jesus Christ!!! 
Whatôs Next???  We begin today with a new 

pilgrimage, that of Passover to Pentecost! The 

Season of Lent is 40 Days.  The Pilgrimage from 

Passover to Pentecost is 50 Days, culminating on 

Pentecost Day - May 20th.  ñEach victory will help you 

another to winò says the hymn.  Let us march forward 

in the power of the Resurrection to the birth of the 

church on THE DAY OF PENTECOST!!! 

The Lord Jesus Christ is the perfect example of the 

Holy Spiritôs power working in oneôs life and ministry.  

We glean a multi-dimensional appreciation of the 

Person and Power of the Holy Spirit by studying the 

life of Jesus.  Christôs ministry in the Spirit is foretold 

in Genesis 3:15, when God says that the ñSeed of the 

womanò shall bruise the serpentôs head.  Jesus 

claimed the Spiritôs anointing when he read Isaiah 

61:1, 2a in the synagogue at Nazareth by saying, ñThis 

day is this scripture fulfilled in your earsò (St. Luke 

4:22).  Jesus is one with the Father, and the Holy 

Ghost, for the Apostle John reveals, ñthese three are 

oneò (I John 5:7b). 

I. The Holy Spirit Levels the Playing 

Field - Isaiah 40:3 -5; St. John 3:30 

One of the most dynamic ministry teams in scripture is 

that of John the Baptist and Jesus Christ the Messiah.  

The power of the Holy Spirit was evident in Johnôs life 

while he was yet in the womb of his mother Elisabeth, 

for this unborn child responded to the presence and 

power of the Spirit by leaping for joy in his motherôs 

womb, as Elisabeth was filled with the Holy Ghost.  

Jesus was conceived by the Holy Ghost in the Virgin 

Mary, setting the stage for this prophetic preaching 

team to radically change the spiritual landscape 

forever. 

The first announcement about this team of gospel 

preachers was made over 700 years in advance, 

when the Holy Spirit moved upon Isaiah to prophesy 

that there would be a voice ñthat crieth in the 

wilderness, ñPrepare ye the way of the Lord, make 

straight in the desert a highway for our Godò (Isaiah 

40:3).  John the Baptist refers directly to Isaiah 40 

when he preached the Kingdom of Heaven in Matthew 

3:3, saying ñthis is he that was spoken of by the 

prophet Isaiah, saying, the voice of one crying in the 

wilderness, Prepare ye the way of the Lord.ò 

Jesus said, I am the Way, reminiscent of Isaiah 35:8, 

a ñhighway shall be there, and a way, and it shall be 

called The Way of Holiness.ò  Highway construction 

requires a certain amount of destruction.  Building 

requires site preparation, environmental quality 

testing, water drainage, and code inspection just to 

name a few.  You have to tear down something to build 

a building.  John the Baptist preached about the 

Kingdom of Heaven, by saying ñRepent!ò  Anyone who 

wants to be part of the kingdom has to repent, that is 

to change their ways, their habits, their priorities in life.  

This equates with tearing down something---namely 

Satanôs kingdom. 
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II. Prerequisite for Power - John 3:31-

32 

The gospel of Jesus Christ breaks up fallow ground.  

Hosea 10:12 begins with a powerful declaration, ñSow 

to yourselves in righteousness, reap in mercyò.  The 

prophet then makes a reference to the preparation 

that is required before one sows, by saying, ñBreak up 

your fallow ground: for it is time to seek the Lord, till 

He come and rain righteousness upon you.ò  The 

prerequisite for building anything that is spiritually 

significant in life is to pull down the strongholds of 

disobedience, sin and oppression in our lives, or, as 

Hosea proclaims, break up the fields that are 

uncultivated in our lives so that the seed of Godôs word 

can take root and grow, bringing forth much fruit. 

John the Baptist realized how important it is to prepare 

the way of the Lord, for John not only preached the 

gospel of the kingdom, but he sacrificed his life for the 

sake of Christ.  The disciples of John the Baptist were 

concerned about the fact that many of the people who 

were baptized by John were now following Jesus.  

This disturbed the disciples of John the Baptist much 

more than it did him, because their priorities were so 

vastly different; so different that they obviously missed 

Johnôs emphasis on the baptism in the Holy Ghost.  In 

the church at Ephesus, the disciples of John the 

Baptist said that they had never heard of the Holy 

Ghost. 

Proper Priorities for Power - St. John 

3:33-36 

Johnôs disciples were much more concerned about 

numbers than they were about the Kingdom of 

Heaven.  Jesus gives us the keys to the kingdom.  

Anyone who can assign keys is someone who is a 

steward of authority.  It is in the power of the Holy 

Ghost that Jesus gives us Kingdom Authority.  Jesus 

can assign this authority to whomsoever he deems fit, 

as all authority in heaven and in earth has been given 

to Jesus Christ (St. Matthew 28:18).  This powerful 

proclamation after the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead signals to all the enemies of Godôs 

Kingdom that Christôs victory over sin, death, hell and 

the grave has given Him an eternal mandate, which is 

the predicate of the Great Commission, empowering 

believers to go into all the world, preaching the gospel 

of Jesus Christ in the power of the Holy Ghost, with 

ñsigns followingò (St. Mark 16:20). 

Jesus speaks with supreme authority and absolute 

power.  John the Baptist was a witness to the power 

of Jesus Christ in the Spirit, for he said that the Father 

giveth not the Spirit by measure unto Him.  You canôt 

really measure power to someone who is Alpha and 

Omega, the Beginning and the End.  Colossians 2:9 

says that the ñFulness of the Godhead dwells in Christ 

bodily.ò  Jesus is the fullness of God. We can do 

nothing without Jesus; but we can do all things 

through Christ who strengthens us!  No one can come 

to the Father except through Jesus Christ.   

Even when we pray, we must pray in the name of 

Jesus.  We have the experience and the testimony 

that Jesus has unlimited power in the Spirit, because 

He shares His power with us!  He promised us, you 

shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come 

upon you; and you shall be witnessed unto me, both 

in Jerusalem, in Judea, in Samaria, and unto the 

uttermost parts of the earth!  
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THE KINGDOM WOMEN'S 
PERSPECTIVE 

 
"Full Life In Christ"  

ñLet your speech be always with grace, seasoned with salt, that ye may know 

how ye ought to answer every man.ò Colossians 4:6.  

The Lord has smiled on our Kingdom Vision for the Annual 2018 

Kingdom Women's Conference.  The One Night Revival was a 

tremendous blessing and the Pew Rally highlighted the fact that there 

is "Power In The Pewò. We thank God for all the Pew Captains who 

helped make this effort an overwhelming success! 

We are praying together for a great manifestation of the Spirit of God 

during the climactic week of the Kingdom Women's Conference.  We will 

be blessed through the ministry of the International Women's Department Supervisor - Mother 

Barbara McCoo Lewis, on Wednesday, April 25th; Saturday, April 28th, our Annual KWC 

Luncheon will be held at the Hilton Grand Ballroom, City Avenue, Philadelphia, PA, (12 Noon) 

who our speaker will be Attorney Kathleen Wilson Thompson, the Vice President of Walgreen's 

and a benefactor of Mt. Airy Church of God in Christ.  On Sunday, the speaker will be 

Evangelist Janice Feltus, First Lady of The House of Prayer Church of God in Christ, Ft. Worth, 

Texas. The Lord has graciously smiled on our congregation, crowning us with His favor, as 

manifested through the life and ministry of our Church Mother, Mother Winifred Morris and 

our commitment to the embodiment of Servant Leadership in our First Lady, Evangelist 

Priscilla E. Felton. 

uch has been said about the metaphor of salt as Jesus taught us in Matthew 5:14. 

Jesus said that we are the salt of the earth.  The COGIC Theme for 2018 is: "The 

Church Seasoning The World".  The Lord has chosen and anointed the women of Mt. 

Airy for such a time as this, to share the flavor of God in a world which often leaves us with 

the bitter aftertaste of abuse, addiction, violence against women and outright hatred. Psalm 

34:8 proclaims: "O taste and see that the Lord is good."  Psalm 19:9-10 informs us that the 

judgments are true and righteous altogether, more to be desired than gold, sweeter also than 

honey and the honeycomb. 

A genuine faith in the Lord Jesus Christ marks a profound turning point in the lives of 
believers.  When we met Jesus, a new life began in us and for us. This new beginning is 
sustained by the indwelling presence of the Spirit of God. The presence and power of the 
Holy Spirit will not allow us to remain the same as we were before.  We no longer conform to 
this world, but we are transformed through the renewing of our minds.  The evidence of 
becoming a new creature is a renewed mind and a transformed life. 
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I. Christ Is Our Life  -  Colossians 2:6 
 
The strongest case that can possibly be presented is that of Christôs agape love for us.  No one 
has ever loved us like Jesus, nor can they.  Jesus said, ñGreater love hath no man than this, that 
a man lay down his life for his friendsò (John 15:13).  The subject matter of Christôs love is 
inexhaustible. It is said that if one were a scribe, and the oceans were filled with ink, and the 
heavens were a scroll - eternity would not suffice for one to drain the oceans writing upon the 
canvass of the heavens about the matchless love of Jesus Christ. More than anything else, the 
love of Jesus stands out.  Jesus loved us with every ounce of blood in Him.  Jesus loved us before 
the foundation of the world.  Jesus demonstrated His love by dying for us on the cross.  How do 
we demonstrate our love for Jesus?  The Apostle Paul says the love of Christ constrains us.  This 
love cannot be ignored, because it will testify in the day of judgment.  The greatest sin that one 
can commit is the rejection of Christôs love.  The gospel proclaims the love of Jesus Christ.  He 
that believeth and is baptized shall be saved.  He that believeth not, shall be damned.  The 
rejection of Christôs love requires a hardened heart.  Anyone who hears about the sacrifice of 
Christôs life for sinners, whom he loved before they were born, and they still willfully and 
intentionally reject Christôs love will have to face the wrath of a just God.  It takes a mighty stiff-
necked person to say no to the greatest love story ever told! 

 

II.     Empowered To Live - Colossians 4:7-10 

Jesus said, ñI am the way, the truth and the life: no man cometh unto the Father but by me.ò  Jesus 

had to be glorified before the Holy Ghost could be poured out upon the church (John 7:39).  The 

glorification of Christ sets Godôs seal upon Him, and everything that He taught, prophesied, and 

practiced.  The glorification of Christ is accomplished through His resurrection.  It is through the 

power of the Holy Ghost that Jesus Christ was resurrected from the dead.  It is also through the 

power of the Holy Ghost that we shall be resurrected, according to Romans 8:11.   

The word of God teaches in Romans 1:4 that Jesus was ñdeclared to be the Son of God with 

power, according to the Spirit of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.ò  The Holy Spirit 

visibly descended upon Jesus in the form of a dove when He was baptized in the Jordan River. It 

was at this time that the Father expressed His approval upon His Sonôs ministry by saying, ñThis 

is my beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.ò (St. Matthew 3:17) 

III.     Christ Gives Us His Spirit - Colossians 4:11-15 

There was a very mixed response to Christôs declaration of the Holy Spiritôs power and presence 

in the life of believers.  This proclamation of Christ on ñthe last day, that great day of the feastò, 

had perfect timing. The Feast of Tabernacles began on the first day with a holy convocation, 

according to Leviticus 23:34-35.  It concluded on the eighth day with a holy convocation, at which 

time a priest drew water in a golden vessel and brought it to the temple, while the morning sacrifice 

was on the altar.  The priest poured the water mingled with wine upon the sacrifice while the 

people worshipped, singing with great joy.  It is in this context that Christ proclaims the fullness of 

the Holy Spiritôs power upon believers as rivers of living water flowing from within our innermost 

being.  The ruling status quo strongly disapproved by demanding the arrest of Jesus, but the 

officers who were sent to arrest Jesus said, ónever a man spoke like this manô.  The chief priests 

and Pharisees considered the officers to have been deceived, just as they considered Nicodemus 

as having been deceived, accusing him of also being a ñGalilaeanò.  Nicodemus stood his ground 

and witnessed for Jesus, drawing the ire and condemnation of the temple rulers.  We must never 

be afraid of opposition to the Spiritôs ministry!  (II Timothy 1:7) 



 

 

MOTHER 
BARBARA MCCOO-LEWIS 

General Supervisor International Department of Women 
2017 ï Present 

 
Jurisdictional Supervisor Southern California First 
Ecclesiastical Jurisdiction 1988 ï Present 
 
Mother Lewis is a native of Los Angeles. She received salvation 
and was baptized in the Holy Ghost at the age of nine. She is a 
third-generation member of the Church of God in Christ and a life-
time member of her jurisdiction. Mother Lewis has been married to 
Bishop James A. Lewis Sr since June 1962. They co-founded the 
New Antioch Church February 1970 in their living room with five 
other adults. They are the proud parents of Elder James A. Lewis 
Jr and Administrative Assistant/Supt Jeffrey M. Lewis (wife 
Floretta) who was appointed senior pastor of New Antioch by the 
Jurisdictional Prelate now, Presiding Bishop Charles E. Blake at 
the pastoral retirement of Bishop Lewis in 2006. Her pride and joy 
are her adult grandchildren Shannon and Jeffrey Jr. She has 
served in multiple administrative, leadership, teaching and training 

roles from the inception of the New Antioch ministry and is presently the president of the Motherôs 
Board. Mother Lewis rendered distinguished service on the District and Jurisdictional levels under 
Jurisdictional Supervisors Mother L O Hale and Mother Lillian A. Morris. She was selected in May 
1988 by Bishop Blake to serve as the Jurisdictional Supervisor and received her appointment at the 
National Holy Convocation in November from the General Supervisor Dr. Mattie McGlothen. Bishop 
Joe L. Ealy is currently the Jurisdictional Prelate. 
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HOUSE OF PRAYER COGIC  
FIRST LADY JANICE 

FELTUS 
First Lady Janice Feltus has been married to 
Pastor Feltus since July 1977. Pastor and 
First Lady Feltus are the proud parents of four 
very accomplished daughters, and three 
wonderful sons-in-lawôs: Kyemba Strong 
(Reggie); Gereô Layne, M.D. (Quinn); Jamie 
Brown, J.D. (Montel); and Whitney Feltus, 
M.D. They are also blessed with six 
grandchildren: four boys (Jayden, Cameron, 
Dylan, & Landon); and two girls (Ryleigh & 
Zoe). Pastor Feltus is a Servant of the Lord 
and has a great love for the people of God. 
They both are thrilled and blessed to serve 
the congregation of believers. The theme for 
the House of Prayer is ñFAITH FORWARDò. 
Be Blessed! Your humble servants for Christ Jesus.
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